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[ iy SEINTINDY - The men came with the women. It is interesting 1o note the enthusi-

¥
asm with which the people buil the Mishkan At no time during the forty years in the deserr didal
any of the Children of Israel violate the sanctity of the MishRan. Yet, after only one week in the’

desert. the SaBbath was Violated by 3 woad-chopper {(Num. 15:32), and the Sabbath has not been :

observed Berfedilv by 3 .
b Asnoted in the beginning of this parashah, at the very conclusion of His command to Moses

enjoyed but do not constitute necessities. In our spirityal lives, 0o, there are mitzvos which are

Basic 10 our existence as Jews: andthere are other mitzves which, although beautiful. we can sur- [
Il vive without as a people if necessary: ’

RKnesses Yisrael have survived for 1.900 years without a Temple. sometimes very well, Without
the Beis Hamikdush we produced Tana'im. the Mishnah was written, the Gemara followed. Without
the Beis Hamikdash we had the Geonic perind. Rishonin, melubbalim. Chassidic leaders. of
course, Jews pined for the rebuilding of the Temple., L_)_l_w_\'_lﬂusbz the presence of prephets and 2 Beis

|G Humikdash widens ones religious horzons, Vet we can sun'mm&_s—éi(jﬁ‘iﬁé other hand, a
Klat Yisract withour Shabbos CAnneL exist. Shabbos (o 1he soul 13 liRe water and hread to the body:

If'a person becomes mentally deranged. he no loi:ger differentiates hetween necessities and
luxury: He will neglect his body, will not ear. and wil et protect himsel! frome the cold. In the
same way when the nation was of sound spirial foundagion. it was unhecessary o include a

Q. ( warning abeui Shabhos. an therefore the command te uild the Mishkan in Purashas ﬁﬁfﬁ@:i_d
ot include this warntng. However. after the Jom s worshiped the Golden Calf, thev experienced a
spiritual-mental deterioration. No longer couid they ditferentiare absclute necessity from luxuny: It
therefore became necessary for God o warn them about mitzvah priorities” God must riqy_\'_cmeha-
stze that Shabbos supersedes the Mishkan

If one reads the Shabbos Shuva derashos that were delivered to the Jews in Eurape over the last
few centuries. they never contained warnings to keep shabhos. kashrus. to wear whilin, ot 1o give
children a Jewish education. Such exhortaticns were khnecessary. a3 the people recognized that
Lhiedr very existence depended upon these fundamentais Instead, these derashos contained warn-

. Ings. for example. about how one should not spend excssive time in front of mirrors. being overly

4| concerned about one’s appearance. or how one should ot dress (oo lunurioush.

Only in this generation. with our skewed priorities are exhortations regardinyg hasic spiritual
necessities necessary: Reciting Kuddish over a deceised mréiu_“d"i;&Liﬁxft;l:\"’i}:ﬁ‘mﬁ_ cusion, s con-
sidered more impartant than Shabbos and Jewish educaion. Today: Jows wil] keep their businesses

open on Shabbos for an extea few dollars ol meome. ver at the same time give tens of theusands of
HNo dollars ta build v ish temples. Moriah 1ass: :
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